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ATHENS - The Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Cen-
ter will host the annual
Halloween event at the
Hatchery the evening of
Thursday, October 30.

Local businesses and or-
ganizations will hand out
free candy, and the center
will be decorated through-
out with a Halloween
theme.

The event runs from 6:00
p-m. to 8:30 p.m. and is ex-
pected to attract about
3,000 people, most of
whom will be dressed in
Halloween costumes.

Gates WILL NOT open to
the public until 6:00 p.m. to
ensure the safety of visitors
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and staff.

Halloween at the Hatch-
ery is TFFC’s way of giv-
ing East Texas families a
safe place to go trick-or-
treating while raising
money for local causes.
Proceeds from the $1 gen-
eral admission fee will go
to the Rainbow Room of
Henderson County and the
Henderson County Humane
Society.

The Anglers Pavilion will be
the site of a fright-free area fea-
turing prize and game booths for
small children. Parents wishing
to visit this area should park in
the overflow parking lot on Pen-
insula Point Road and enter
through Gate C.

Decorations for the event are
made possible by sponsor do-
nations, and local businesses
and organizations provide
candy and hand it out to visi-
tors.

For more information, call
TFFC at 903-676-2277.
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* « REWARD ¢ »
FOR LOST BEAGLE

about 2 years old,
brown & white, approx. 30 Ibs,
answers to the name MAX.
Lost in Winchester Place
Addition in Chandler

Please call 903-849-3369
or 903-849-4053
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Fall Hunters Rendezvous to be
bigger and better than ever

by Rick Hirsch

Twenty-five years is a long
time. A full quarter century. For
the past twenty-four years the
Henderson County Wildlife
Committee has been hosting the
Fall Hunters Rendezvous. Over
those years there have been hun-
dreds of speakers, presentations,
demonstrations, and exhibits and
yes, thousands of friends made
and hunting stories told.

This year, 2008, will mark the
Diamond Jubilee edition of the
Rendezvous. It is going to be
bigger and better than ever. The
committee has expanded the for-
mat to highlight the onset of the
hunting season and to showcase
some old traditions as well as to
focus attention on some of the
new and modern techniques that
make wildlife recreation so
popular today.

The 2008 Fall Hunters Ren-
dezvous will be held at the
Henderson County Fair Park
Complex on Thursday, October
9th. Starting at 5:00 p.m., the
event will offer something for
everyone. The Rendevous will
be sportsmen and family
friendly. Along with the more
traditional format, the commit-
tee has added a turkey shoot, ar-
chery competition, antler scoring
demonstration, bow sighting ex-
perts, rifle and shotgun cleaning
and much more.

Keynote presentations will
cover establishing wildlife food
plots, field dressing deer and sau-
sage making with Dr. Billy
“Hog” Higginbotham. A barbe-
cue dinner will be available for
$6.00 per person.

This Rendezvous is designed
to be fun and hands-on, and, if
you’re not careful, you just might
learn something. There will be
lots of exhibits and experts on
hand to answer just about any
question you have about hunting,
wildlife management and out-
door necessities. Come on out
to the fairgrounds, on Thursday
to see what’s new and meet old
friends and make some new
ones. I think that you will be glad
you did!

Landscape Labor:

Finally, fall is here. The
weather is becoming slightly
cooler and gardeners are slowly
migrating back outdoors after
record-breaking heat this sum-
mer. Now is a perfect time to
add a new tree or a grouping of
shrubs to the landscape. Or per-
haps you have an area in the
landscape that needs ‘remodel-
ing’ or rejuvenating. The fall
may be the best season to plant,
surpassing even the spring.

Many people prefer January
through March for planting, but
the fall months of September
through December have distinct
advantages. Fall planting fol-

lows the heat of summer, before
a cool winter season, and trees
and shrubs planted in the fall use
this to good advantage. Plant
roots grow anytime the soil tem-
perature is 40 degrees or higher,
which may occur all winter in
Texas. During the winter
months, the root systems of the
fall-planted specimens develop
and become established. When
spring arrives, this expanded root
system can support and take ad-
vantage of the full surge of spring
growth.

Fall is the optimum time to
plant balled and burlapped trees
and shrubs. Balled and
burlapped plants have ample time
to recover from transplanting and
proliferate roots before spring
growth begins. Remember, how-
ever, all bare root plants, includ-
ing roses and pecan and fruit
trees, should be planted in late
winter when they are completely
dormant.

When buying plants for your
landscape, be sure to get healthy,
well-grown plants. Always buy
from a reputable dealer. Those
in the plant-selling business year-
round depend on repeat custom-
ers, and only by selling custom-
ers quality plants can there be as-
surance of future business. Be-
ware of plant bargains. They can
easily turn out to be real head-
aches. A bargain is no good if it
dies. The price tag, especially the
cheapest one, is not the best guide
to quality.

All plants have growing re-
quirements. Think about the
plant’s needs before you invest.
Is it adapted to your area’s soil?
Will it grow in sun or shade?
Does it need a wet or dry loca-
tion? Is it cold hardy? Some
nurseries have this type of infor-
mation on tags beside the plant.
If not, ask a nursery professional
or the county Extension agent.

“Plan before you plant” is al-
ways a good rule of thumb.
Whether you are planting a single
plant or an entire landscape, plan
first, then plant. Good planning
is a worthwhile investment of
time that will pay off in greater
enjoyment of attractive and use-
ful home grounds, and in increas-
ing the value of your home. It’s
much easier to move plants on
paper than to dig them after
planting in the wrong place. A
plan saves many planting mis-
takes.

Every plant in the landscape
should serve a purpose. Ask
yourself if you want a plant for
screening, for privacy, or for
shade. How large will it be five
years from now? Plants, like
people, grow up. Remember,
that a small one-gallon size
plant will look entirely differ-
ent after a few years of growth
in your landscape.

Plant properly for success.
Here are a few guidelines on
getting the job done:

* Dig a hole large enough in
diameter so that the root sys-
tem has at least six inches of
clearance on all sides. The root
ball should rest on a solid soil
foundation, so don’t dig the
hole much deeper than the ball.

* Plant the tree or shrub
slightly above the level of the
surrounding soil, to allow for
settling and increased soil
drainage.

* Carefully place the tree or
shrub in the hole. Handle the
plant by the root ball, not by the
trunk. A broken ball of earth
can mean a dead plant. Always
remove any container before
you plant.

* Backfill the hole, using
only the native soil removed
from the hole; do not use soil
amendments when planting
large shrubs and trees. Fill the
hole, and firm the soil around
the plant. Water thoroughly to
settle the soil around the roots
and to eliminate any air pock-
ets.

* Do not fertilize your tree or
shrub after planting. Wait un-
til early in the spring to do this,
and even then, go lightly.
Heavy applications of fertilizer
may burn and injure the root
system, and could possible kill
the plant.

* Watering has been and re-
mains paramount in transplant-
ing. At the time of transplant-
ing, soak the root ball and sur-
rounding soil. A thorough wa-
tering every 7 to 10 days dra-
matically increases the success
ratio. More frequent watering
may encourage root rot. Re-
member, more trees and shrubs
fall from over-watering than
from under-watering.

* Before calling it a day, add
4 to 6 inches of mulch around
the base of newly planted trees
and shrubs. This helps to keep
down weeds and conserve soil
moisture. Use pine bark, com-
post, grass clippings or leaves.

Fall is for planting. Visit
your nursery today, and beau-
tify and add value to your
home.

Important Dates:
October 9th - Fall Hunter’s

Rendezvous, Henderson
County Fair Park Complex,
5:30-9:00 p.m.

October 10th and 11th -
Hunter Education Class, Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Center.
Contact TFFC at 903-676-2277
to register

Rick Hirsch is the Henderson
County Extension Agent - Ag-
riculture for the Texas Agrilife
Extension Service. Visit our web
page at http://henderson-
co.tamu.edu.
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We Love You,
Dad and Mom,
Gigi and PawPaw,

Billy Don, Marcie, Kaylee, Jacob, and Kaitlyn

Check us out online!

www.c-bstatesman.com

Union Hill Baptist Church

15866 FM 3204
Brownsboro, TX

Will begin the Awana Program \
on Sunday, October 12th

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

- Ages are 3 yrs (if 3 by 9/1/08)

thru 6th grade

Come early on the 12th
to register your child
For more info call 903-852-5043




