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Peggy Burch, Rose-
mary Parmley and
Kathlene English were
appointed as election
judges, and Flora Banks
as an early vote clerk.
Elaine Goode and Elton
Caldwell were appointed
as agents to represent the
board secretary. In addi-
tion, the election judge
and staff appointed to be
responsible for the vote at
BJHS will be the early
vote ballot board.

Anthony Bruner ap-
proached the board to in-
form them of the State
Board of Education�s
stance regarding the
teaching of the Theory of
Evolution.

Bruner said, �In No-
vember, the state board
began holding hearings
on text books. For the last
20 years, textbooks have
taught the strengths and
weaknesses of the Theory
of Evolution.�

Several organizations
campaigned to remove
the teaching of weak-
nesses of evolution and
the state board voted 8-7
to have the weaknesses
be removed.

�If we remove the criti-
cal review of both the
strengths and the weak-
nesses, then our nation is
dumbing down the sci-
ence department,� Bruner
said.

Teague recommended
each board member take
time to notify the board of
education of their
thoughts on this matter;
official action might be
taken next board meeting.
March 25 is when the fi-

board will be made.
Next, the board opened

a high school counselor
position that had been un-
occupied since last year.
Board Member Becky
Grantham made the mo-
tion to approve and Wise
seconded.

No action was taken on
a Mastercraft Plumbing
invoice. There was a
large discrepancy be-
tween the approximate
cost of the work done and
the ending bill. In par-
ticular,  several i tems
were identified to have
been charged to the
school, but were not used.

The board decided to
let the school�s lawyer
determine what to do with
the matter.

Wise and Jeffrey
Fulgham, board member,
made the motion and sec-
onded, respectively, to
approve the 2009-2010
budget calendar.

Rent related to a house
located east of the annex
building, a school-owned
house, was up for consid-
eration.

School Superintendent
Elton Caldwell said, �We
get $350 a month from
the couple that l ives
there.�

The family experienced
what was described as a
�runaway electric bill�
which turned out far
higher than their expecta-
tions. The board voted to
forgo rent for the month
of February while the
couple figures out what
happened.

Grantham made the
motion to waive the rent
and Wyatt seconded.

Perry Eaton, parent in-
volvement coordinator
with the school, informed
the board of a donation
from Northland Cable
Television: a radio tower
in Chandler along with
the land.

This tower could be
used for Bear Radio to
begin broadcasting on a
radio frequency.

�The price is right,�
Eaton said.

Fulgham made the mo-
tion to accept the dona-
tion so long as a fence is
put up around the tower
as fast  as possible.
Grantham seconded. The
tower is located at 609 S
Fifth St.

Eaton said, �If we can�t
go ahead then we liqui-
date the construction per-
mit as well as the tower
and land.�

Before the board got to
evaluations and con-
tracts, they heard a level
three grievance from an
employee seeking rein-
statement of her job.

After meeting in execu-
tive session, the board
chose to uphold the
administration�s decision
to terminate employment.
Wyatt made the motion
and Grantham seconded.

The board then ex-
tended a host of contracts
for a year. Wise made the
motion to approve the ex-
tensions and Grantham
seconded.

The meeting was ad-
journed following the
superintendent�s report
and news that Chandler
Elementary had become a
Title I, Part A Recognized
Campus.nal vote by the state
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This investigation is ongoing and could lead to further arrests.
Alicia Johns, 24, YOA, a passenger in the vehicle was arrested for possession of a

controlled substance pg1 <1 gram.  Alicia Johns had just been released from Henderson
County Justice Center less than twenty-four hours earlier for two counts of abandon/
endangering a child.

Assisting agency/officers were, Henderson County Sheriff�s Department; Gun Barrel
City Police Department; Henderson County Drug Enforcement Unit; Eustace Police
Department; and Mabank Police Department.
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The big event at the
church this past weekend
was Bill  and Joyce
Martin�s 50th wedding
celebration.  Their chil-
dren and families did a
great job of decorating
the church.  One of their
sons officiated at their
vow renewal and Joyce
and Bill even wrote their
own poems to share with
each other.

On the same day, sev-
eral members of the
church attended the
Transforming Church
seminar at Lane�s Chapel
in Tyler.   Dr.  Stan
Copeland did a great job
in his preaching.  Several
Bible studies will  be
formed from this.

The church is also ex-
cited that two perfor-
mances of the Easter Pas-

sion Play will be per-
formed at the amphithe-
ater on the lake.  There
will be four performances
this year with the other
two being at St. Boniface
Catholic Church in Chan-
dler.  The LPUMC mem-
bers are already talking
about set building and
costuming.  It should be
a lot of fun.  Even more
cast members are needed.

Several of the ladies of
the church are looking
forward to the re-start of
the Transforming Angels.

The Hitts, the Simons
and Kaethe Griffin took a
trip to Gladewater last
Saturday to listen to the
opry.  They all had a great
time.

It was good to see that
Lillian Stegall has re-
turned from her stay in
the Caribbean Islands.
She does have to make a
quick trip to Mississippi
in the near future though.

Herb and Dorothy
Botts are feeling better,
but there are still several
people in the church who
are home sick.

It  was wonderful to
have the new church pro-
jector installed this past
Sunday.  Everything is so
much clearer now.

Jim and Sherry Morton
have donated some beau-
tiful gift baskets to the
church.  There is cur-
rently a silent auction go-
ing on for them at the
back of the sanctuary.  As
Jim pointed out,  they
would make some great
Valentine�s gifts.

Speaking of Valentine�s
Day, that�s this Saturday,
and the Methodist Men
are hosting a Valentine�s
breakfast for the ladies of
the church at 9 AM.  They
seem very excited about
it, so ladies, come out and
have a lot of fun.

Finally, the church is
very grateful for a gift
which will allow us to im-
prove and extend some of
the roadways around the
church and amphitheater.
A very big thank you goes
to the donor(s).

We won�t have to drive
over the potholes any-
more.

Just in time for Spring,
the Arbor Day Founda-
tion offers 10 free trees
for those who join in Feb-
ruary

Now�s the time to start
thinking about the spring
planting season, and the
Arbor Day Foundation is
offering an ideal way for
everyone to plant trees
when the weather warms
up.

Every person from
Texas who joins the Ar-
bor Day Foundation in
February will receive 10
free Eastern redbud trees.

The 10 free Eastern
redbud trees are part of
the nonprofit
Foundation�s Trees for
America campaign.

Arbor Day Foundation
offers free trees

�Redbuds will add last-
ing beauty to homes
across Texas,� said John
Rosenow, chief executive
of the Arbor Day Founda-
tion.  �They will also add
to the proud heritage of
Texas� 65 Tree City USA
communities.

For more than 30 years,
Tree City USA has sup-
ported community for-
estry across Texas, and
planting these lovely red-
buds will add to this im-
portant tree-planting tra-
dition.�

The trees will  be
shipped postpaid at the
right time for planting
between March 1 and
May 31 with enclosed
planting instructions.

The 6- to 12-inch trees
are guaranteed to grow, or
they will be replaced free
of charge.

Members also receive a
subscription to the
Foundation�s colorful bi-
monthly publication, Ar-
bor Day, and The Tree
Book with information
about tree planting and
care.

To become a member of
the Foundation and re-
ceive the free trees, send
a $10 contribution to Ten
Free Eastern Redbud
Trees, Arbor Day Foun-
dation, 100 Arbor Av-
enue, Nebraska City, NE
68410, by Feb. 28, 2009,
or go to
www.arborday.org.


