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SPORTS

These days, you don’t have to cut your Internet to cut your bills. Go with EMBARQ® High-Speed Internet 
and you can save up to $350 a year vs. cable. That’s right. It’s $350 a year you don’t have to spend. Join the 
world of high-speed savings with EMBARQ.  

The speed you need for better streaming, sharing, gaming and more.  

• Unlike cable, your connection isn’t shared, which means your speed at 3am 
   is the same speed you get at 7pm.

• Your connection to our network is 100% yours, 100% of the time.

• It’s consistently fast all day, every day, backed by our fi ber-optic network. 

• Plus, you get award-winning virus and spyware protection.

• FREE modem (shipping and handling fee applies).

Offer ends 9/30/2009. The monthly rate of $14.95 requires a minimum service commitment of twelve (12) months and subscription to qualifying EMBARQ® calling plan. Rate applies to up to 768 Kbps High-Speed Internet service. 
$15 activation fee applies. All rates exclude taxes, fees and surcharges. Savings Claim – Monthly cable recurring charges based on an average of several cable companies’ monthly recurring charges. Savings comparison based on Embarq’s promotional 
rate for 768 Kbps High-Speed Internet versus the cable companies’ average standard rate for service up to 12 Mbps, as of May 13, 2009. Savings may vary by market. General – Services and offer not available everywhere. New Residential High-Speed Internet 
customers only. EMBARQ may change or cancel services or substitute similar services at its sole discretion without notice. Offer, plans, and stated rates are subject to change and may vary by service area. Services governed by tariffs, terms of service, or terms 
and conditions at www.embarq.com/ratesandconditions. Credit approval and deposit may be required. Additional restrictions apply. High-Speed Internet (HSI) – $99 early termination fee applies. Consistent speed claim as well as claim that your connection 
to Embarq’s network is 100% yours is based on EMBARQ providing HSI subscribers with a dedicated virtual circuit connection to the EMBARQ® central offi ce. Actual speeds may vary. Speeds may vary due to conditions including, but not limited to, phone line 
conditioning, inside wiring on premises, computer and other equipment limitations, Internet or network congestion, and the speed of the websites you connect to on the Internet. Professional installation of modem or router kits is available for an additional fee. 
Modem – Without credit approval, customer will be charged $99.99 for modem. ©2009 CenturyTel, Inc. All Rights Reserved. The name EMBARQ and the jet logo are trademarks of CenturyTel, Inc. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Call 866.948.6104,
click embarq.com
or visit an EMBARQ Store.

Do more with your money. Save up to $350 a year with 

EMBARQ® High-Speed Internet.

$14.95a month when 
you bundle

Para oír ofertas en español marque al 866.948.6104.
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Hopefully, by now,
you�ve had a chance to read
the article on the front page
introducing our new editor,
Paul Bryant, to you.

My job has been to intro-
duce Paul to what Texas
football really is, here in the
Lone Star State, and just
how seriously we take it
here.

First off, I brought my
copy of Texas Football to
start off his education into
the seriousness Texans dis-
play about their high school
football.

I pointed out that it was
the magazine�s 50th anni-
versary edition.

I pointed out that it did
coverage on the two pro
footballs in the state.
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Cook
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It�s a new day when it comes to football; now it�s Texas style

I pointed out that it did
coverage on the major col-
leges in the state.

Then ... not quite halfway
through the magazine ... we
got to the high school portion.

And as we flipped through,
page after page after page
after page after page, Paul�s
eyes kept getting bigger and
bigger and bigger.

He agreed with me then. We
Texans are kinda sick about
our high school football.

The magazine, on its
cover, notes that it has cov-
erage of 1,300 high schools.
And it does list information
on every high school in each
district in each classification
contained in Texas.

Class 5A has 32 districts,
as does 4A, and 3A, and 2A,
and Class 1A. Five classifi-
cations times 32 districts
equals 160 football districts.

I didn�t think, at this point,
it would be polite to mention
we have six-man football in
this state, as well.

What is Texas football? I
thought about this a lot dur-
ing the day I was writing this
week�s column, and I think
...

Texas football is nachos,
hot dogs, popcorn, sour dill
pickles, and blo-pops ... all
from the concession stand
before you ever get through
the first half.

The second half is re-
served for frito-chili pie.

Texas football is hearing a
lates-30s momma talking on
the phone to a friend and
hearing her say � in the
same baby talk she probably
used when her son was an

infant � �I can�t wait. My
baby is gonna play football
this year.�

And saying it like Christ-
mas was coming early this
year.

Texas Football is having
your hometown team make
the playoffs. And the fur-
ther they advance in the
playoffs, the emptier the
town gets on the night they
play.

And the line of signs put
up by the cheerleaders
along the route to the game
get longer and longer the
deeper the team makes it
into the playoffs.

Texas football is mosqui-
tos the size of a small,
single engine airplane
swooping down on the

crowd; millions and mil-
lions of moths dancing
around the stadium lights;
and the strange feeling
there�s something crawling
down the back of your shirt.

Texas football is heat so
intense that the aluminum
floors, and seats, in the sta-
dium feel like you could fry
an egg on them or make a
nice stack of pancakes with
their heat.

And the players� sweat
runs off them in such large
amounts, that they are effec-
tively watering the grass of
the football field ...

... all of this in October.
So, Paul, welcome to the

paper and to the upcoming
season of what we call
Texas high school football.

Carley Smith
begins to push
the weight up
in order to
complete her
squat lift in the
165-pound
weight class,
during Feb. 7
action at a
powerlifting
meet in Van.

File photo

File photo
Brownsboro's Naomi Scott takes a short jumper as
teammate Hillary Shaffer (15) waits under the basket in
case of a rebound. The action comes from a game
against Fairfield Feb. 14 in Corsicana to determine the
third place playoff representative from District 19AAA.

File photo
Zack Bailey leaps high to snag a rebound during second
quarter action against Westwood Feb. 13. He was fouled
after coming down with the board.

Can someone you know

COOK?
If you or someone you know would make a
good Cook of the Week call Don at The States-
man to set up a time to be interviewed.  You
may also email us your suggestions.

903-852-7641 or editor@c-bstatesman.com
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