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B THE CHANDLER & BROWNSBORO STATESMAN

ST. BONIFACE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Immigrant’s legacy in Chandler recalled

Casimire Chavez
For The Statesman

My father was a very
special person in my
life.He was the most
gentle, loving, though
physically strong man I
ever knew.

I marvel at what a happy
and charismatic person he
became in spite of the suf-
fering in his life.

My father was orphaned
at the age of 16 (about
1887) with his mother, two
sisters, and a little brother
to support in a poverty-rid-
den country devastated by
a revolution, where rebels
and rurals were to be
feared.

They suffered hunger as
my father was unable to
get to the city of
Quanajuato from his
mountain community to
sell the charcoal he made,
which was his only way of
making a living.

His little brother died,
unable to get any kind of
medical attention. Upon
telling of his hardships
with hunger and poverty,
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Dad would always add,
“God helped us and we
survived.”

At 25 years old, Dad
married my mother and got
an opportunity to come to
the United States with her
uncle. After two years of
difficulties in south Texas
the little family — father,
mother and his mother —
came to Chandler. He
started working for the
railroad, and he did that
until retirement.

He was a loving father to
his three children. He
dreamed of giving them
the educational opportuni-
ties he never had.

He taught himself to
read and was an avid
reader. He would read to
his older child and mar-
veled that at age 5, she
could read the Spanish
newspaper better than he.

He wanted his children
to attend school, but being
the only Hispanic family
in Chandler he was afraid
his children would be dis-
criminated against. So he
rented an apartment in
Waco and sent his family,

mother, wife and three
children to live there so
they could attend a Paro-
chial school.

For two years, he went
back and forth to see his
family on weekends. He
had a train pass, so he rode
the 5 train Friday to Waco
and returned by 5 Sunday.

Mr. Dingler, a good
friend and head of the
school board, encouraged
my father to bring us back
and enroll us in the Chan-
dler school, assuring him
we would not be harmed.

We prospered in Chan-
dler and nothing made my
father happier than to hear
people compliment him on
his children’s achieve-
ments.

How happy he was to
live to see his three childen
and a godson he later
adopted attend college!

How happy he would be
to know that among his
children and grandchildren
are two doctors, a dentist
and dermatologist, a uni-
versity professor, a phar-
macist, two engineers;
three teachers; two regis-

tered nurses, two Marines,
and other honorable pro-
fessions — all due to his
emphasis on education.

For this loving, gentle
soul who taught us so
much about faith in God,
love and respect of self,
love for others, and re-
spect for all, there was
one thing to do to honor
him.

My sister and I gave the
land he left us, of which
he was so proud, to build
a church for the worship
of the God he so loved
and honored.

We named the church
after his saint name so
he’ll be remembered for-
ever.

Saint Boniface Catholic
Church in Chandler cel-
ebrated its 11th anniver-
sary in June. One life, one
belief, and the right teach-
ings can affect a family to
the “nth” generations.

I loved my father dearly
and got to know him well
as he lived to be 94. 1
could write forever about
my Dbeloved father,
Bonifacio Sanchez.
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CHANDLER 4-H

Chandler 4-H Club met
on Nov. 3 at Faith Baptist
Church with 20 youth and
20 adults in attendance.

More results were an-
nounced from those exhib-
iting livestock at the State
Fair of Texas in Dallas.

Our president, Dillon
Carver, and Vice President
Presley Sanderson are final-
izing their plans and fund
raising for attendance at the
National 4-H Congress con
at the end of November in
Atlanta.

This is the first time
Henderson County 4-H has
been represented at this
prestigious event.

Our club fund-raising

continues with raffle tick-
ets available for a drawing
in February for a
Remington shotgun and a
Cajun fish fryer.
Sanderson presented a
splendid program on keep-
ing record books for 4-H
projects and competition
opportunities available on
county and district levels.
We will meet on Dec. 1
at the same location, at 7
p..m., and enjoy our annual
Christmas party with snack
items and finger foods.
CEA Rick Hirsch will
present a program on ani-
mal health issues.
Newcomers are always
welcome.

FRIENDS AND FLOWERS

On Nov. 4, ladies of the
Friends and Flowers Gar-
den Club celebrated this
Thanksgiving season with
a luncheon at the home of
hostess Carol Blakely.

Billie Barker and Jean
Dean were co-hostesses.

Smoked turkey,
cornbread dressing, and all
the trimmings was served
on beautifully decorated
tables in fall colors.

The highlight of the day
was a “surprise” birthday

party for Dixie Taylor.

The door prize was won
by Dixie McLean, which
was a large resin pumpkin
with the message “Au-
tumn Greetings” carved on
it.

A decision was made to
give a cash donation to the
Henderson County Food
Bank in Athens, where
garden club member Sara
Taylor volunteers her time
handing out food to needy
families.

903-597-1263
1-800-401-1263
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The Tire Barn, Inc
Dunlop ® Kelly ® Goodyear

Michelin e Firestone

" 13687 FM 206
Tyler, TX 75709

Mamma Toni’s
Family Restaurant

Breakfast
ALL DAY

5:30 am - 2 pm

$5.00

Lunch Plates
Drink Included

903-849-4100

401 §t. Hwy 31
Chandler, TX

Providing Farm and Ranch Supplies for
Brownsboro/Edom and surrounding
areas featuring:

Hi-Pro and Sabine Valley Feed,
Fertilizer, Garden Supplies and Seeds,
Vet Supples, Hardware

Hours of Operation:
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
903-852-2900

Located 2 miles North of Brownsoro on FM 314

Joey Ridgle

Sept:c Serwce,

24 Hours a Day * 7 days a Week
Emergency Service. Joey Ridgle - Owner

+ Septic Tank Cleanin + Commercial Grease

Trap

+ Aerobic MaintenanceContracts *General Septic

ServicelSeptic Service all Pumps & Repair

903-852-3740
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BrAQQ’s Pics § Flicks

Thru
Camera Videagraphy
=Portralts-\Weddings-

B-|.||:|.i.||.l Evenils
Media Transfers
-Slide & Negatlve Film-

v, v ¢, mini dhe

Phuie Pestoration
Plhowe Business Cards

803-852-7055

For mare information call of vieil our wab sile §§

www.braggspicsandflicks.com
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Smith & Sons Tractor
& Equipment

903-469-3034

Lloyd Smith @ Jeremy Smith e Greg

See us for All your Implements

6504 State Hwy 31 East

Owners:

Murchison

20 Years
Experience

Residential
Pasture Mowing

BUD MULRY

H- 903-849-4305 C - 903-372-3545

Reasonable Prices

Property Claims Adjuster
Fire/Flood/Wind & Hail

Free Estimate
References

1 izi 1 . .
Specializivg Home Repairs Residential Roofing Carports
Fencing & Decks Carpentry Buildi R
Ranch & Barb Wire Plumbing uildings RV Covers
Wood & Chain Link Electrical Leaks and Repairs
Hot Water Heaters Ceiling Fans Storage Buildings Privacy Fences
Water lines Fixtures Custom Trim Work
Disposals Patio Covers R
Faucets/ Drains Sheds Anything Metal We Can Do
Skirting 4636 Bl
ack Walnut Lane
Flatbed/Stock Trailer Floor Repair
Hog Traps Larue, Texas 75777

903-849-6057
903-539-8120

JIMMY FONFARA
OWNER

REPLACEMENT
NEW CONSTRUCTION

PALADY AIR

Air Conditioning
Refrigeration - Heating

Brownsboro, Texas
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ATV REPAIRS
Can help put

YOU

Py
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back on the trails

TANKEE STITCHES
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More

Duke A/C & Heat

Honesty & Quality

. AMANA
with "
C titi Manufacturer
ompetitive Lifetime Warranty”
Prices

GOODMAN
“Built in Texas”

Service-Repair-Installation

[P
Patches, Caps, |11 All Makes & Models
- No Set-up Fee
Service : Y Shirts, T-Shirs, Glen Duke/owner
All Makes & Model meet us! One piece or a Thousand Mo &
akes odels o Also Contract Work ANIETS TACLA27720E
= YR S—— We will |1 : T Sublimations 903-849-4789  903-714-9138
ommercia esigentia getyou | 903-372-5721 ; ; Cre.dit c'ards ac.cepted
903-852-7888 0in i = Offee: H3-H49-5100 T8I FM 214 Suuth Financing available
JIM PALADY 78 903-372-5721 T S Chundler, Tem 13785 | - | 0 gtsrtion, PO, Box 12157, Austin, TX 78701,
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TACLA018489C g FM 607 in Brownsboro yankeestitchesily ahoo.com 1-800-803-9202
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: DESIGN * Recreation Room Call Today!
Natural Stone Grass Metal Edging, e B
Bulk & Bag_ged Products, 903-849-2393 ﬁ“ﬂ%}?ﬁ‘ﬂ“ﬁ“ﬂgﬁ 0;1' , .
Swuamlng POOls., 1 '888'849'2393 903_5 ] 5_[;) ?35 [__\‘ gguth Tlraber Rldge AptS @
Chemlcals & Testlng designhousetexas.com artin St. « Chandler « 903-849-6633 o

Artesian Plumbing
‘Fix It The First Time!”

Timothy Watters

21345 Lakehaven Rc
Chandler, TX 75758
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Is it time to move Mom or
Dad closer to you?

INCOME ADJUSTED RENTS

* Peaceful & Scenic Location

* Handicapped Equipped
1 & 2 Bedroom Apts.

Openings
Now Available

*



