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Letters To The
Editor

The Statesman welcomes
and encourages letters and e-
mails from readers.

Letters must include the
names, addresses and tele-
phone numbers for verification
purposes. Only  your name
and city will be published.
Anonymous letters will not be
published.

All letters are subject to ed-
iting and must be limited to 400
words or less.

Letters must not be false or
misleading. The paper re-
serves the right to authenticate
any information in letters. If
misleading information is
printed, we will submit a retrac-
tion as the information is called
to our attention.

It is our goal to give those in
the community a place to
voice their opinions.

Deadline:
The deadline for display

advertising in The States-
man is noon on Monday.

Family News Policy:
Family news such as wed-

ding or engagement an-
nouncements must be sub-
mitted by 5 p.m. Monday for
publication on a space-avail-
able basis in the same week’s
newspaper.  Please include a
telephone number to call if
questions arise about spell-
ing, etc.

Engagement announce-
ments must be signed by the
prospective bride and groom,
or other satisfactory arrange-
ments made by which the
newspaper may verify au-
thenticity.

Birth announcements
should be signed by both par-
ents and are published free
of charge.

A $20 fee applies for en-
gagement announcements
and a $50 fee for wedding an-
nouncements. A photo may
be included at no extra cost.

Anniversary announce-
ments with photos are pub-
lished for $5.25 per column
inch and are free for couples
celebrating 50 years or more
of marriage.

Birthday announcements
for children under 6 years old
and seniors 80 and above are
published for free. Friends
and relatives may purchase
advertising space to con-
gratulate a person on their
birthday for the standard per-
column/inch advertising rate.

  The classified ad deadline
is Monday at noon for the
same week’s paper.

  

  

 

 

    

        

  

WHAT’S HAPPENING

CALL TO RECOVERY
The 12-step recovery program meets each Monday, at 

6:30 p.m., at First Christian Church in Athens.
Coffee is served from 6 to 6:30.
Call Dan Hosch at 903-360-2613.

EAST TEXAS BACKROADS BAND
Parkside Shores is scheduled to host the East Texas  

BackRoads Band every second Thursday of the month, at 
6:30 p.m.

The fi rst is set for March 11. A cover charge applies, and 
includes a meal.

LEAGUEVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Leagueville Baptist Church serves home-cooked meals 

every Monday, from 5 to 6:30 p.m., at no cost to those in 
need.

Call 903-852-7521.
BROWNSBORO JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Brownsboro Junior High School eighth-graders are set 
to sell raffl e tickets to fund their end-of-the-year trip to 
Splash Kingdom in Canton.

The raffl e winner will receive an Apple iPod touch.
Contact Trista Thomison at thomisontr@brownsboro.

k12.tx.us; Lynetta Bragdon at bragdon@brownsboro.k12.
tx.us; Tonya Morrison at btkmorrison@yahoo.com; or Ja-
mie Boyd at jme0701@hotmail.com. 

KEEP CHANDLER BEAUTIFUL
Keep Chandler Beautiful is set to meet every third Thurs-

day, at 7 p.m., at the Chandler Community Center. 
KEEP BROWNSBORO BEAUTIFUL

Keep Brownsboro Beautiful is set to meet every fi rst 
Thursday of the month.

EDOM VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
Members of the Edom Volunteer Fire Department are 

scheduled to meet at the station, at 7 p.m., on the fi rst Mon-
day of each month.

THE OLD FIREHOUSE
Randy Brown will perform at 3 p.m. on March 21.

RELAY FOR LIFE
The Henderson County Relay for Life Committee is 

scheduled to host a Relay rally on Saturday, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., at The Beacon Church of Christ in Mabank.

Call Jennifer Williams at 903-714-1942 or LeNell Lam-
bright at 903-681-5974.

CHANDLER LIONS
The Chandler Lions Club regular meeting dates are 

scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on the fi rst and third Tuesday of 
each month at the Chandler Community Center on State 
Highway 31 near Chandler City Hall.

Call 903-849-6056 for more on becoming a Lion.
FBC BROWNSBORO

Faith Baptist Church of Brownsboro hosts a senior citi-
zen luncheon each Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.

Call 903-852-4129.
MASONIC LODGE

The Brownsboro Masonic Lodge meets on the second 
Monday of each month, at 6:30 p.m.

The Chandler Masonic Lodge No. 993 meets on the 
third Monday of each month, at 6:30 p.m.

Ma yMaryM yaMary’’s Beaut  Sas Beauty Salons a t   Be u  Sas Beauty Salon

Tuesday-Thursday
10 a m. to 7 p m.

Friday & Saturday
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday & Monday
Closed

Luz Cardenas
Stylist

Maria Price
Stylist and Owner

by appointment or walk-in

12222B Hwy 31 West
Tyler, TX 75709

903-526-4969

$3.00 Off Color,
Perm, or

Highlights

Massage Therapist
Sandra Randolph

Two Brownsboro women 
have been sentenced to a 
combined 123 months in 
federal prison and ordered 
to forfeit more than $95,000 
after they each pled guilty 
to drug charges, U.S. At-
torney John M. Bales an-
nounced in a press release.

Tara Jean Oney-Hicks, 
49, pled guilty on Aug. 13, 

Brownsboro women sentenced to 123 months in federal prison
2009, to possession with 
intent to distribute meth-
amphetamine and was 
sentenced to 27 months by 
U.S. District Judge Leon-
ard E. Davis. Oney-Hicks 
was also ordered to forfeit 
$20,000.

Connie Marie Payne, 32, 
pled guilty on July 29, 2009, 
to conspiracy to possess 

with the intent to distribute 
meth and was sentenced to 
96 months by Davis. She 
agreed to a forfeiture judg-
ment of $75,000.

According to informa-
tion presented in court, 
from April 2008 to April 
2009, Payne and Oney-
Hicks possessed meth with 
the intent to distribute it in 

the Longview area.  A fed-
eral grand jury returned in-
dictments on May 6, 2009, 
charging the two women 
and seven others with 
federal drug traffi cking 
crimes.

The case was investigated 
by the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-

arms, and Explosives, the 
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety, the Smith Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Offi ce, the Van 
Zandt County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, the Canton Police 
Department, and the Dallas 
Police Department Gang 
Unit and was  prosecuted 
by Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Richard L. Moore. 

Gene Blanton and Jill Masso

Mr. and Mrs. Joe A. Mas-
so of Athens announce the 
engagement of their daugh-
ter, Jill Sawaya, to Gene 
Blanton, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. David Farris of Atkin-
son, N.H.

Ms. Masso is the grand-
daughter of Joe Fitzgerald 
and the late Betty Barton 
Fitzgerald of Brownsboro, 
and Joe F. Masso and the 
late Claire Sawaya Masso 
of Lubbock.

Ms. Masso, a graduate of 
Athens High School, South-
ern Methodist University 
and Southern Methodist 
University Dedman School 
of Law, is an attorney at 
Jones Carr McGoldrick, 
LLP, in Dallas.

Mr. Blanton, a graduate of 

Jesuit College Preparatory 
School in Dallas, the Uni-
versity of North Texas and 
Washington University in 
St. Louis School of Law, is 
an attorney at Ford Nassen 
& Baldwin, LLP, in Dallas.

A May wedding in Austin 
is planned.

Blanton, Masso to wed

March 8-12
Meals on Wheels

MON — Chicken nug-
gets & sauce, rice, oriental 
vegetables, wheat bread, 
Mandarin oranges

TUE — Hamburger on 
bun, pinto beans, corn, let-
tuce/tomatoes/onions, ba-
nana

WED — Sliced turkey, 
baked sweet potato, green 
beans, wheat bread, peach 
cup

THUR — Chicken spa-
ghetti, broccoli, wheat 
bread, apple cobbler

FRI — Pepper steak/gra-
vy, mashed potatoes, mixed 
vegetables, wheat bread, 
pear cup

MENUS

Cornyn: Celebrating Dr. Pepper,
the native Texas drink

January marked the 125th 
anniversary of the fi rst re-
freshing sip of a native Tex-
as drink — Dr Pepper.

Our nation’s oldest major 
soft drink, Dr Pepper began 
its rise to the top at the Old 
Corner Drug in Waco in 
1885.

Charles Courtice Alder-
ton, a young pharmacist 
employed by Old Corner 
Drug proprietor Wade B. 
Morrison, spent his free 
time experimenting with 
combinations of sweeteners 
and fruit extracts to test out 
on the store’s soda fountain 
patrons.

One combination in par-
ticular was a favorite of the 
locals and word quickly 
spread. The more people 
who tried the soft drink, 
the more popular it became, 
and soon customers were 
asking Morrison to chris-
ten the drink with a proper 
name.

It is said that Morrison 
named it “Dr. Pepper” af-
ter Dr. Charles T. Pepper, 
a physician Morrison had 
worked for earlier in Rural 
Retreat, Va. The period af-
ter “Dr.” was dropped from 
the trademark in 1950.

As popularity grew, Mor-
rison and his employees 
at Old Corner Drug were 
struggling to meet the con-
sumer demand. In 1891, 
Morrison started the Ar-
tesian Manufacturing and 
Bottling Works with Robert 
S. Lazenby, a local bever-
age chemist.

Soon after, Southwest-
ern Soda Fountain Com-
pany of Dallas bought the 
rights to produce and sell 
Dr Pepper fountain syrups 
and changed its name to Dr 
Pepper Company.

For several years, the 
company struggled under 

high taxes 
and rising 
commod-
ity prices, 
but began 
to develop 
a limited 
yet loyal 
fan base in 
the South 
and South-
west.

Family-owned indepen-
dent bottling companies 
across Texas began bottling 
and distributing Dr Pepper, 
including plants in Temple, 
Brownwood, and Abilene.

To this day, the Dublin Dr 
Pepper plant in Dublin con-
tinues to use the original Dr 
Pepper formula with Impe-
rial Pure Cane Sugar.

In 1904, Dr Pepper landed 
on the national stage, when 
Lazenby and his son-in-
law, J.B. O’Hara, brought 
the small-town soft drink to 
the World’s Fair Exposition 
in St. Louis.

There, Dr Pepper debuted 
with a crowd of more than 
20 million people in at-
tendance. Also introduced 
for the fi rst time on a large 
scale were hamburgers and 
hot dogs on buns, as well as 
the ice cream cone.

From 1905 to 1925, Dr 
Pepper was dubbed “King 
of Beverages.” In the 1920s 
and 30s, Dr Pepper was per-
sonifi ed in ads by a country 
doctor with a monocle and 
top hat.

During World War II, 
most Dr Pepper ads fea-
tured men and women in 
uniform, to show solidar-
ity behind our troops. In 
1945, after the federal gov-
ernment reclassifi ed soft 
drinks as “food,” due to the 
energy provided by their 
sugar content, a popular 
ad campaign for Dr Pepper 

read “Drink a Bite To Eat at 
10, 2, and 4.”

The 1950s and 60s saw 
the popular slogans: “The 
friendly Pepper-Upper” and 
“Relax, refresh … enjoy.”

Most recently, Dr Pepper 
enlisted the help of famous 
“doctors” like rapper Dr. 
Dre, basketball icon Doc-
tor J, and KISS member 
Gene Simmons, known as 
Dr. Love, to promote the 
slogan, “Drink it slow. Dr.’s 
orders.”

Today, Dr Pepper fans 
can visit the original home 
of the King of Beverages at 
the Dr Pepper Museum in 
downtown Waco. Founded 
in 1988, the museum is 
housed in the 1906 Artesian 
Manufacturing and Bot-
tling Company, which is 
listed in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places as the 
“Home of Dr Pepper.”

The museum seeks to ed-
ucate visitors about the pro-
cess of developing, produc-
ing and marketing products 
using the model of the soft 
drink industry, and specifi -
cally, Dr Pepper. All told, 
the museum houses more 
than 20,000 artifacts and 
attracts more than 60,000 
visitors each year.

From small beginnings 
at a drug store soda foun-
tain, Dr Pepper has risen 
to international soft drink 
fame. For Texans, however, 
Dr Pepper will always be a 
“local” favorite.

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn 
(R-Texas) serves on the Fi-
nance, Judiciary, Agricul-
ture, and Budget Commit-
tees.

Cornyn

Check us out
on Facebook!
Add photos,
share leads,

post comments.

LOST MARCH 1,
early morning from

Ingram Street,
“Jack” a red roan

horse - no halter.
Phone

903-852-7939
Cell:

806-893-4413
Owner Martin Farr
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